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e Bands

e Kidzone

e Bowls Comp

e ERT Comp

» Market Stalls

* Running Races
with amazing prizes!

e LIVE MUSIC featuring .
Troy Cassar-Daley, & support bands
A Boy Called Cash & Forgotten Years

+ so much morel!

Australia’s Richest Ovfback Race
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WELCOME TO LEONORA!

Good ideas often start over a cold beer and it was no different in 2003 when athlete Raf
Baugh and former Shire president Graham Dawes floated an idea for a running race to
reinvigorate our gold mining town in the heart of Western Australia. The Leonora Mile, run
from town to the nearby mine site, began as a small race for $1,000.

For the 23 years since the Leonora Mile was first run, Leonora has had the honour of
hosting Australia’s Richest Mile, which has now grown to a full weekend carnival, the
Leonora Golden Gift, with Australia’s best middle-distance runners vying for a $65,000
prize pool.

The likes of Olympians, Ryan Gregson, Jeff Riseley, Eloise Wellings, Madeline Hills and
Peter Bol have won what is now known as the Elite Mile and the event is firmly set on the
Australian athletics calendar.

Along with Australia’s Outback Mile running race along the iconic main street, there is a
toughly contested lawn bowls tournament and activities for the whole family including
the Community Concert followed by fireworks. The Leonora Golden Gift ERT Challenge is
an action-packed event showcasing the strength, skill, and teamwork of local Emergency
Response Teams. Set in the heart of Leonora, teams compete in a timed relay involving
tasks such as hose deployment, patient extraction, and equipment handling.

This year Renegade and Forgotten Years will support headline artist, Troy Cassar-Daley, for
the free Leonora Golden Gift 2026 Lotterywest Community Concert on Saturday night.
Plus make sure the kids don't miss out on the Silent Disco starting at 6:30pm at the park.

Located 234km from Kalgoorlie, Leonora has a rich outback history and heritage, from
the old world grandeur of the legendary State Hotel, to the simple charm of iron and
hessian miners’ cottages in the eerie gold rush ghost town of neighbouring Gwalia.

We hope that everyone enjoys the 2026 Leonora Golden Gift and wish all competitors
the best of luck.

President,
Shire of Leonora

Should visitors require any assistance or information over the weekend, please call any of the
following:

Shire Representatives

&WIRE OF LEONG,

Ty Matson Chief Executive Officer 0418 783 424
Peter Craig Shire President 0418 950 572
Ross Norrie Deputy President 0409 377 386
Tim Bell Works and Services Manager 0428 376 154
Councillors

Ms F Harris 0437 968 493

Ms Sprigg Dos Santos 0400 099 417

Mr A Taylor 0417 174 374

Mrs T Nardone 0437 464 895

Mrs C Cotterill

g

__Leonora Golden Gift 2026




See the sights and
soak up the stories
on the self-drive
Leonora Loop Trails.

Step back in fime at
Gwalia Ghost Town g™
and Museum on the \-ﬁ
edge of an open- L
cut gold mine. ~"

After a busy day

all LGG 2026 visitors to the | exploring, stay the
Northern Goldfields. Enjoy | niohtin historical
your stay & come back soon. Hoover House B&B.

The Shire of Leonora welcomes

Museum: (08) 9037 7122
] Info Centre: (08) 9037 7016
(;,w ALIA www.leonora.wa.gov.au

s Lovrn .
PRRTS www.gwalia.org.au




WELCOME MESSAGE FROM
HON REECE WHITBY, MINISTER FOR TOURISM; GREAT SOUTHERN
AND
HON STEPHEN DAWSON MLC, MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT;
KIMBERLEY

Leonora Golden Gift
Saturday 30 May - Sunday 31 May 2026

The Cook Labor Government is a proud sponsor of the Leonora Golden Gift through
Tourism Western Australia’'s Regional Events Scheme (RES), funded by Royalties for
Regions.

RES was established to support event holders across the State with the development of
events to drive tourism to regional Western Australia. The scheme plays an important
role in creating a timely reason for visitors to travel to the State's five tourism regions,
activating pockets of Western Australia and creating vibrancy, while showcasing the host
region’s unique and diverse attractions.

A total of 63 regional events across Western Australia have been awarded funding through
the 2025-26 RES, and includes a $150,000 funding pool for the Regional Aboriginal Events
Scheme, which exclusively allocates funding to events delivering Aboriginal activities and
experiences.

The Western Australian Government is proud to sponsor all these regional events, which
help bring vibrancy to local communities and drive visitor spend, injecting millions into
regional economies.

Tourism is a key part of our plan to diversify the economy, create jobs and develop
business opportunities, especially in regional Western Australia. Events play an important
role in this plan and also contribute to the Government’s vision for Perth and Western
Australia to be the fastest growing events destination in the South East Asia region.

The Western Australian Government sponsors a range of sporting, cultural, arts and
culinary events across the state, to attract visitors and encourage them to stay longer,
disperse further and spend more while they are here.

We hope everyone enjoys the Leonora Golden Gift and takes the time to explore the
Goldfields-Esperance region.

"
HON REECE WHITBY MLA HON STEPHEN DAWSON MLC

MINISTER FOR TOURISM MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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EVENTS

HAPPEN

Step into a dreamscape of wondrous events and
journey through an otherworldly blend of nature,
wildlife, culture and coastlines in the Golden Outback.

Feel the intangible magic of Mount Augustus / Burringurrah, Australia’s
largest rock.

See the Super Pit in Kalgoorlie, one of the world’s largest open-cut
mines.

Meet friendly locals and experience true Western Australian outback
hospitality at a station stay.

Picnic at Lion’s Lookout in Coolgardie, birthplace of the 1892 gold rush.

Visit the world's largest outdoor art gallery at Lake Ballard, home to 51
surreal sculptures.

Take in ancient Aboriginal rock art at Walga Rock, 1.5km in length and
a site of deep cultural and spiritual significance.

Discover the Gold Vault and gold rush life at the Museum of the
Goldfields.

Drive the 965km Golden Quest Discovery Trail and unearth outback
riches.

Follow us @WesternAustralia | # WAtheDreamState
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11:00am to 3:00pm
Saturday 30 May

Gwalia Ghost Town

Includes
e Gold panning
e Detecting

e Museum Tours
e Machinery Display

» Market Stalls
« State Hotel Tours

e Sausage Sizzle

(after brunch)

Transport provided
from Leonora to Gwalia
every half hour from 1lam

FREE. Everyone welcome.
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[EONORA ART PRIZE

Exhibition Open:
10am to 4pm Saturday to Friday
6:30pm to 8pm Tuesday & Thursday

JG Epis Centre, 60 Tower Street

Over 100 entries,
with all works available for purchase

Free entry

' " MARKET STALLS

Merchandise, Food & Drink, Mining &
Information (including RUOK? convoy)

Saturday 30 May, 2026
11:00am to 3:00pm
Gwalia Townsite

Sunday 31 May, 2026
9:00am to 1:00pm
Tower St, Leonora




GENESIS MINERALS LEONORA GOLDEN GIFT PROGRAM

FRIDAY MAY 29
6:00pm - 8:00pm
8:30pm - 9:00pm

SATURDAY MAY 30

8:00am - 5:00pm

10:00am - 4:00pm
11:00am - 1:00pm
11:00am - 3:00pm

11:00am - 3:00pm
5:15pm

5:30pm - 6:00pm
6:00pm - 6:30pm

Leonora Art Prize Opening Night — Ticketed event
Whitehouse Fundraising Auction

LGG26 Bowls Tournament

Leonora Art Prize Exhibition

Hoover House welcome brunch — Gold coin donation

Gwalia Gold Zone - Gold panning, Detecting, Museum tours,
Machinery display, Market stalls

Glencore’s Munrrin Murrin Operations Kids Zone - Reptile Handling,
Arts & Crafts, Stilt Walkers, Face Painting, Photo Booth
Acknowledgement of Country

Workboot Sprints (Women's/Men’s/Relay)

Elite Mile Heats

LOTTERYWEST COMMUNITY CONCERT

6:30pm - 9:00pm
6:30pm - 7:30pm
7:30pm - 7:45pm
8:00pm - 9:30pm
9:50pm - 10:50pm

SUNDAY MAY 31
8:00am - 9:30am
8:00am

9:00am - 1:00pm
9:00am

9:30am - 3:50pm
10:00am - 4:00pm
10:00am - 4:00pm

12:30pm - 2:40pm
12:40pm - 1:40pm
2:00pm

Lotterywest Kids Silent Disco — @ Town Park
A Boy Named Cash

Vault Minerals Fireworks Display

Troy Cassar-Daley

Forgotten Years

Leonora Style Barbeque Breakfast — Tower Street

LGG26 Bowls Tournament continues

Market Stalls — Tower Street

Northern Star Resources Athletics Registrations Open
Northern Star Resources Athletics Carnival - Tower Street
Leonora Art Prize Exhibition

Glencore’s Munrrin Murrin Operations Kids Zone - Reptile Handling,
Arts & Crafts, Stilt Walkers, Face Painting, Photo Booth
ERT Challenge

Northern Star Resources Minerals Elite Mile Finals
followed by presentations




NORTHERN STAR RESOURCES ATHLETICS CARNIVAL

TIME DIVISION RACE/DISTANCE SPONSORS
SATURDAY MAY 30
5:30pm Open Women'’s Heats/Final Work Boot Sprint Sodexo
5:40pm Open Male Heats/Final Work Boot Sprint Liontown Resources
5:50pm | Open Male/Female Relay Final \é\’efg‘; BootSprint ¢ i fields
6:00pm Elite Female Heats Mile Northern Star Resources
6:15pm Elite Male Heats Mile Northern Star Resources
SUNDAY MAY 31

9:30am Under 12 Female Heats 120m Sprint ifsitaﬁgcgg:siggtigarth
9:50am Under 12 Male Heats 120m Sprint g%rg:ézgrsggﬁfczs
10:10am | Under 16 Female Final 120m Sprint E:c;’;gf::lgzgplies
10:20am | Under 16 Male Final 120m Sprint avgglﬁe'\iigg?%ﬁ;
10:30am | Under 12 Male/Female Final 600m Sprint o Strect Medical &
10.40am | Under 16 Male/Female Final 600m Sprint gi?é?égfgégr’i\g{them
10:50am | Open/Elite Female Final 600m P & K Craig
11:00am | Open/Elite Male Final 600m haor‘:\nt;rgr;l(li%nbtirﬁgting &
11:10am Open Female Final Mile Patronus Resources
11:20am | Open Male Final Mile Gold Valley Brown Stone
11:35am | Masters Male / Female Final Mile Bellevue Gold
11:50am | Open Female Final 120m sprint Leonora Motel
12:00pm | Open Male Final 120m sprint Leonora Village
gf‘g‘;m BHP ERT Challenge BHP
3:15pm Elite Female Final Mile Northern Star Resources
3:30pm Elite Male Final Mile Northern Star Resources
3:50pm Presentations
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Glencore’s Murrin Murrin
MURRIN MURRIN

OPERATIONS Operations Kids' Zone
Saturday 11:00am-3:00pm - Gwalia
Sunday 10:00am-4:00pm - Tower St

CLENUORE

¢ Reptile Handling
o Arts & Crafts

o Stilt Walkers

¢ Face Painting

¢ Rock Climbing
Photo Booth
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l ‘H‘ ,], Lotterywest Community Concert
ofierywc Saturday 6.30 - 11:00pm

Forgotten Years
Midnight Oil Tribute Band

VAJLT
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Monty Cotton Vault Minerals

Fireworks
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Community
Concert

(otte fﬁ;‘s

MURRIN MURRIN
OPERATIONS

Athletics
Carnival

NORTHERN STAR

EfFioudgii L Fi

Fireworks
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VISITOR INFORMATION

ACCOMMODATION DETAILS

1 Central Hotel: 9037 6042
2 Whitehouse Hotel: 9037 6030
'3 Leonora Motel: 9037 6444

4) Leonora Village: 0488 068 483

Free camping is also offered at the Leonora Oval, Biggs Avenue ' 5
Please contact accommodation providers for rates.
For other travel details and information, please ring the
Leonora Information Centre on 9037 7016.

ROAD CLOSURES

Tower St closed between Rochester St and Rajah St.

Trump St closed between Tower St and Gwalia St, detours in place.
North-bound traffic turn left at Rochester St then right onto
Otterburn St and right onto Rajah St.

South-bound traffic turn right at Rajah St then left onto Otterburn St
onto Rochester St.

This section of Tower Street is closed to vehicles from
8am Saturday 30th May until 8am Monday 1st June.
EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Leonora Police Station: 9028 6700
Leonora Hospital: 9080 4300
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THE GENESIS MINERALS ELITE RUNNERS FIELD

Men'’s Elite Mile Field
1 Peter Bol

2 Connor Whiteley

3 Max Shervington

4. Thomas Moorcroft

5. Luke Shaw

6 Nathan Cumberbatch
7 Jared Micallef

8 Matthew Smith

9. Kiran Tibballs

10. Ben O'Sullivan

11.  Jonah Hanikeri

12.  Matt Stoner

13.  Sam O'Sullivan

14. Joshua Neervoort

15.  Thomas Davey

16. Albert Turner

17.  Kiam Dardengo

18. Dante Armstrong

Women'’s Elite Mile Field
1 Milla Roberts

2 Leah Simpson

3 Lia Watters

4. Eilidh Mulroy

5. Leah Allen

6 Maddy Luscombe
7 Fieke Potter

8 Amy Buckingham
9 Sophia Brown

10. Cassiana Papadoulis
11.  Chloe Dartnall

12. Fiona Hao

13.  Ava Daebritz

14.  Ashleigh Fox

15.  Meg White

16. Mia Clark

17.  Macey Hehir

18. Bella Neervoort
19.  Quinn Bandarage
20. Adianca Brummer

Men’s 600m
Dylan Devine
Anthony Ghiselli
Ezra Grieve

Men’'s 120m
Jeremy Boyle

Women’'s 600m
Kayla Van Der Linden
Cassiana Papadoulis

Tower Street Calling: The 2026 Leonora Golden Gift
Sunday 31 May 2026, Leonora, Western Australia

The richest mile race in Australia returns to the red dirt of Tower Street, and the field
assembled for the 2026 Leonora Golden Gift is one of the deepest the meet has seen.

A 250m opening straight, two 180 degree turns each lap, and the late autumn breeze off
the Gibson Desert. The course has not changed. The names have. This year the start lists
pull in an Olympic finalist, a Maltese national record holder, an American collegian who
races for Trinidad, and the freshly crowned Australian Under 20 1500m champion. The
depth runs four pages deep.

The Men's Mile

Peter Bol headlines. Australia’'s 800m record holder, Olympic finalist in Paris, and a five-
time Australian 800m champion. He carries a 3:34 1500m credential that nobody else in
the field can match, and his closing speed over the final 400m is in a different postcode
to the rest. Coached by Justin Rinaldi, the WA based Sudanese born veteran has spent the
past decade as the senior statesman of Australian two lap running. He arrives in Leonora
as the favourite. The interest is who runs with him, and for how long.

The chase pack is genuinely strong.

___Leonora Golden Gift 2026 =




Connor Whiteley travels from the eastern states with a 3:36.19 1500m best and 1:50.75
over 800m, a profile that says strength rather than pure kick. Thomas Moorcroft brings
sub 1:48 800m speed welded to a 3:39.51 metric mile, a dangerous combination on a
course where the closing 400m sorts the contenders. Luke Shaw owns a 1:47.27 800m
and 3:40.84 1500m, while Max Shervington, the reigning WA State 1500m champion and
the only West Australian to make the 2025 Australian Open 1500m final, races in front of
his home crowd.

The international intrigue arrives in two passports.

Nathan Cumberbatch, born to a Trinidadian father in Wisconsin, currently studying
aerospace engineering at the University of Southern California, holds a 1:45.64 800m
personal best. He has represented Trinidad and Tobago since the Caribbean Youth Games
and won silver at the 2022 Carifta Games over 800m. His indoor pedigree is sharp,
including a 1:17.70 over 600m on the boards in Spokane and a 1:47.78 short track 800m in
Fayetteville. The mile is unfamiliar territory for him. The 1:45 speed is not.

Jared Micallef carries the Maltese flag, but he was born in Australia and based out of Perth
for much of his career. He set the Maltese 1500m national record of 3:44.48 in Marsa
in 2023, then broke the Maltese 800m national record with 1:46.08 at the WA Athletics
Stadium in April 2025, finishing fifth at the Australian Championships in the process. He
represented Malta at the 2025 World Athletics Championships in the 800m. The dual
range over 800 and 1500 makes him a problem on a course that punishes specialists at
either end.

Behind the headline names, the WA junior cohort is real.

Jonah Hanikeri of Christ Church Grammar arrives off a 1:54.04 / 3:55.02 double at WA
All Schools, a level of strength rare for an under 18. Matt Stoner of Wesley College swept
the 1500m and 800m at the 2024 WA All Schools and runs from Canning Districts. Sam
O'Sullivan, only fifteen, has already broken four minutes for 1500m and dipped under
2:00 for 800m. Thomas Davey, a year younger again, owns the same sub 2:00 800m
credential. The Ramsden squad runners from the Athletics WA program round out the
field, including Albert Turner, Liam Dardengo, and Dante Armstrong.

The race tactic on Tower Street rarely changes. The opening 250m is conservative, the
field sorts after the third turn, and the second half lives or dies on whether an 800m
specialist takes the front and forces the 1500m types to chase. Stewart McSweyn'’s record
4:05 came off an honest 1:58 first half. Bol can run that split standing on his head. Whether
he chooses to is another question entirely.

The Women's Mile

The women's field has its own headline act, and her name is Milla Roberts.

The Brisbane Athletics product won the 2026 Australian Under 20 1500m title earlier this
year and was the U18 Australian All Schools 800m champion before that. Her personal
bests of 4:12.81 / 2:11.04 understate her, partly because she is also one of the country's
strongest junior steeplechasers with a 6:47 over 2000m. She races mature beyond her
years, and on a course where the front runner often dictates terms, her steeplechase
strength is a genuine weapon.




Leah Simpson chases. The Queenslander has run 4:17.71 / 2:03.32, the latter the
fastest 800m credential in the women'’s mile field. She also owns a 9:28.44 3000m
and a 4:42.15 mile, the latter a credential nobody else in the start list can match. If
Roberts opens the throttle from the front, Simpson is the most likely athlete to hold
contact.

Behind the front two the WA group is layered.

Lia Watters, only fifteen, is the local dark horse. Her 4:27.18 1500m is world ranked
inside the top 1000 women globally, and she has the 2:10.35 / 9:38.86 supporting
credentials to suggest she will not be intimidated by the company. Eilidh Mulroy
from Perth College and Leah Allen from Carine Senior High School both ran 4:29
personal bests at the WA Athletics Stadium in 2025, and Allen took the WA All
Schools 800m and 1500m double in 2024.

Maddy Luscombe arrives as the experienced returning competitor in the field,
with the 4:30 / 2:11 credentials and the small race smarts that come with previous
Leonora outings. Amy Buckingham, the Athletics WA stalwart at twenty five years
old, brings 4:32.48 / 2:15.45 form. Cassiana Papadoulis, doubling up in the 600m
and the mile, has the 1:36.51 short race speed and the 2:12.76 800m to threaten in
either event.

Fiona Hao is the youngest serious threat in the women'’s mile. Born February 2011,
the WA distance prospect ran 7:03.23 over 2000m steeplechase in October 2025.
Her 4:44.85 1500m is still being shaped. By 2027 it will be reshaped considerably.

The 600m and 120m
The 600m races serve as the speed acts.

The men’s 600m headlines Dylan Devine of Brisbane Athletics. His 1:49.64 / 48.79
double profile, the kind of credentials that translate to the 600m almost regardless
of the surface, makes him the favourite. Anthony Ghiselli and Ezra Grieve carry the
WA flag.

The women’'s 600m belongs in early form to Kayla Van Der Linden. The Athletics
WA product was the youngest qualifier for a World Under 20 Championships from
this country, running 2:05.94 over 800m at fifteen years old at the 2019 Australian
All Schools, and broke the Australian Under 18 1000m record three months later in
2:43.08. Now twenty one, the 2:05.56 / 4:22.96 credentials make her the woman to
beat. Cassiana Papadoulis backs up from the mile.

Jeremy Boyle takes the men’s 120m as a standalone speed feature.

The Race the Course Gives

Leonora sits on the edge of the goldfields, 833 kilometres northeast of Perth. The
competitors fly in by charter the day before, race the Sunday afternoon, and most
fly out the same evening. The town gives the meet its character and the course
gives the racing its shape. A long opening straight off the start line, two 180 degree
turns per lap, and an exposed back straight that catches whatever wind the desert
sends down off the Gibson plains.




The opening 250m is rarely fast. Mid pack runners jostle on the wide white lines, and
the field settles only after the third turn. From there the race comes to whichever
athlete commits first. McSweyn's record was forged on an honest first half. The
2026 field has the names to do the same.

The charter departs Perth on Saturday 30 May. Race day is Sunday 31 May. Tower
Street will deliver.

THE PRIZE MONEY

EVENT 1st 2nd 3rd 4th
Steel Cap Work Boot Sprint M & F | $250 $150 $75 $50
Steel Cap Work Boot Sprint Relay | $500 $300 $200 $100
U12 120m Sprint M & F $75 $50 $25
U12 120m LOCALM & F $75 $50 $25
U16 120m Sprint M & F $150 $100 $50
U16 120m LOCALM & F $75 $50 $25
U12 600m M/F $150 $100 $50
U12 600m LOCAL M/F $75 $50 $25
U16 600m M/F $200 $100 $75
U16 600m LOCAL M/F $100 $50 $25
Open/Elite 600m M & F $1,000 $550 $300
Open/Elite 600m LOCALM & F | $200 $100 $50
Open MileM & F $500 $250 $150 $100
Open Mile LOCALM & F $250 $150 $100 $50
Masters Mile M/F $500 $250 $150
Masters Mile LOCAL M/F $150 $100 $50
Open 120m Sprint M & F $1,250 $500 $300 $200
Open 120m LOCALM & F $250 $150 $75 $25
Elite Mile Golden Gift M & F $7.500 + $4,500 | $2,500 |$1,700
Gold Nugget
($5000+)
Elite Mile GG 5th-8th M & F $1,250 $1000 | $650 $350
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